17th Annual Bangkok Int’l Softball Tournament // BISL 2009 Tournament Rules

This tournament will be operated under the guidelines of the Amateur Softball Association of America (ASA).  Local ground rules:

1) A pitching mat will be used for calling balls and strikes starting with a 1-1 ball/strike count.  The pitching mat will be placed in such a manner as to cover the entire plate. For a pitch to be called a strike it must touch the mat. For a player to score, they may touch any part of the mat.  Pitch arc height will be 6 to 12 feet. Each batter will be allowed a courtesy foul (i.e. 1 foul after achieving a 2-strike count).

2) All teams must submit an official tournament roster prior to their first game of the tournament.  No players may be added to the team after this point without consent of the Tournament Committee. A player must play for only one team.

3) Game duration - No new inning will start after 60 minutes. However, once the game passes the 60-minute mark, any inning in progress must be completed.  There is no time limit in the Championship games.

4) After the first game each day, ‘game time’ for each subsequent game will be 5 minutes after the completion of the previous game. Exceptions will be the decision of the Tournament Committee.

5) Team representatives will meet at the scorer’s table during the top of the 5th inning of the preceding game to conduct the coin flip and turn in line-ups. If one team does not show up for the coin flip the other will have its choice of being home or visitor.

6)  “Hurry-up” Rules:  In case of a tie after 7 innings or any new inning begun after the 60 minute time limit has expired, the last batter becomes the runner on second base. During all games infield warm-up will be allowed only in the first inning and the pitcher will be limited to 5 warm-up pitches in the first inning and 2 warm-up pitches per inning for the balance of the game.  A replacement pitcher will be allowed 5 warm-up pitches at the time of his entry to the pitching position and 2 warm-up pitches for the balance of the game. 

7)  No courtesy runners will be used // 2 Extra Players (EP) will be allowed per team per game.  Any EP used is subject to the ASA substitution rules.

8)  When a team is playing under the short-handed rule, the player preceding the vacant spot in the lineup may not be intentionally walked. At least one pitch must reach the strike mat and be ruled a strike or the “automatic” out will be passed over and the next player in the lineup will become the next batter.

9)  There will be no home run limit. However, if a home run is hit over the fence the player is not required to run the bases. In the interest of time he should return immediately to his dugout. 

10)  Equipment – Any bat used must be ASA approved – no fast pitch bats.  Players may not wear metal cleats.  For approved equipment status please check ASA website:  http://www.softball.org/about/certified_equipment.asp


11)  There will not be a Commitment Line between 3rd base and home plate, however, to maintain a level of safety we will enforce a “Slide or Avoid” rule on all bases at all times.

12)  If a team intentionally forfeits a game, it will not be allowed to continue further play in the tournament.

13) Mercy Rule: If a team is winning by 12 or more runs after 4 1/2 or 5 innings, the game is over.  Not applicable to final championship games. **Mercy Request - If a team is losing by 12 runs or more at any point in any game, they may “request” mercy at which point the game is over and the score at that time will stand.

14) All protests will be resolved before play resumes. Protests must be based on rule interpretation, not judgment calls.

15) There will be no Base Stealing.

16) Any individual who propels a ball by any means, i.e. batting, throwing, etc. which hits and damages the restroom facility beyond left field of field #3 will be subject to a fine of 2,000 Thai Baht payable at the time of the incident to the event organizers.

17) The solution to any situation that arises during the course of the tournament which may be deemed as unique, special or unusual and is not specifically covered in these ground rules will be left up to the tournament committee.

